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2. PERSON AGAINST WHOM COMPLAINT IS BROUGHT:

Use a separate complaint form for each person you wish to complain against:

Name: Celso Alfonso Tele phone Number:
Address: 14250 SW 73rd Street

City: Miami County: Miami-Dade ZipCode: 33158
Title of office or position held or sought: State Senate District 39

3. STATEMENT OF FACTS:
Please provide a full explanation of your complaint, describing the facts and the actions of the
person named above and why you believe he or she violated the law. Include relevant dates and
the names and addresses of persons whom you believe may be witnesses. Please do not submit
more than 15 pages, including this form. Please do not submit videa or audio tapes, CDs, DVDs,
flash drives or other electronic media; such material will not be considered part of the complaint
and will be returned. .
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COMPLAINT AGAINST CELSO ALFONSO
WITH THE FLORIDA COMMISSION ON ETHICS

Ceiso Alfonso was an NPA candidate for Fiorida Senate, District 39 [see Exhibit “1”]. As
part of his qualifying to run for office, Alfonso was required to file a financial disclosure Form 6
[See Exhibit “2A”]. Alfonso, however, seems to have falsely filled out his form and properly
disclose his financial picture.

Alfonso lists no bank accounts on his Form 6, however, he seemed to have money to
lend his campaign $2,000 to pay his filing fee [See Exhibit “2B”]. This, however, seems to be the
least of his issues as recent news stories and the discovery in two related criminal cases reveal
that Alfonso not only lied on parts of this form but was involved in a possible criminal
conspiracy to influence the outcome of several state senate elections in Florida, including that
of State Senator Ana Maria Rodriguez, District 39 [See Exhibit “3A”]. A review of other
campaign documents, such as Alfonso’s filing check, dated June 11, 2020, for $1,187.88, was
hand-delivered (likely by the same person) exactly one minute apart from that of Alex
Rodriguez’s check [See Exhibits 4(A) and 4(B)]. An inquiry made with the Miami-Dade Elections
Department also revealed that Alfonso was a registered Republican since the 2006 election
until June of 2020, when he switched to NPA so that he could qualify for the ballot as such and
serve his purpose of being a “splitter candidate.” It is noteworthy that Alfonso did not live in
Senate District 39 where he “ran” for office, but rather has resided for years at 14250 Sw 73'¢
Street, Miami, in Senate District 40.

F.S.112.3144, aswell as the Florida Constitution require a full and complete financial
disclosure. Numerous campaign mailers and other materials linked to the same printer and

funding sources noted in State vs. Alexis Rodriguez, F21-004768-A, and State vs. Frank
Artiles, F21-004768-B, 11* Circuit, suggest that Mr. Alfonso’s entire campaign was improperly

funded without proper financial disclosures in violation of Florida election laws and ethics rules

[See Exhibit “3B”].



As the media are reporting, Mr. Alfonso and other key figures are still under criminal
investigation for these activities. His failure to properly report some or all his finances is a clear
violation of Florida law.

This Commission found probable cause (P.C.) in the July 23", 2021, meeting in the Alexis
Rodriguez matter. There, the Commission found P.C. that Rodriguez failed to listan asset in his
Form 6, and that he accepted money to switch his party affiliation to qualify as an NPA in the
2020 senate race. The evidence in the last month since those findings suggests even stronger
support for at least the same finding in the Alfonso matter, if not additional P.C. findings on

other violations.



EXHIBIT 1

Florida Department of State
Division of Elections

2020 General Election
Celso D. Alfonso (NPA)
State Senator

Campaign Finance Activity

Note: The information presented below was oblained from the Commitiee's/Candidate’'s Campaign Treasurer's Report filed
with the Division of Elections. About the Campaign Finance Data Base.

r Contributions l - |
Filing Period | Monetary | Loans || InKind || Expend Other Transfers

O]l 06/09/2020 - 06/12/2020 0.00]  2,000.00 0.00 1,187.88 _0.00) 0.00

Ol 06/13/2020 - 06/26/2020 0.00 0.00 0.00 36.23 0.00|] 0.00

Wl 06/27/2020 - 07/10/2020 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

07/11/2020 - 07/17/2020 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

W[ 07/18/2020 - 07/24/2020 0.00 0.00) 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00)

Wi 07/25/2020 - 07/31/2020 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

08/01/2020 - 08/13/2020 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

W[ 08/14/2020 - 08/21/2020 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

W[ 08/22/2020 - 09/0472020 0.00 000  000] 000 000  0.00
yy|| 09/05/2020 - 09/18/2020 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 doo|

Wil 09/19/2020 - 10/02/2020 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 AT ;

Wil 10/03/2020 - 10/16/2020 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Ol 10/17/2020 - 10/29/2020 0.00 0.00|| 0.00 595.00 0.00 0.00

| Ol 10/30/2020 - 11/30/2020 0.00|| 0.00 0.00 180.89) 0.00| 0.00

All Dates (Totals) 0.00f  2,000.00 0.00 2,000.00({ 0.00|{ 0.00

Select Detail Type

Contributions

)

Note: ® indicates that report was filed electronically
X Indicates that detail has not been released

W Indicates that a waiver was filed and L. Indicates that a loan report was filed

Select Sort Order
v Date(Ascending) v
{ Submit Query Now ]

Query the Campaign Finance Data Base

-
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Select Output Type
Display On Screen v




EXHIBIT 2(A)

FORM 6 FULL AND PUBLIC DISCLOSUREDARTHENT 07 £7AT19
Ploasa print ar typn your namas, maliing ()P }‘ ]NANCIA!J INTERI‘_,STb ?82 M?l} OFd:#lﬁ ?!iEﬁ)NLY:

address, Afoncy name, und postion helow:

ST NAME -~ FIRST NAME -— MIDDLE NAME:

SW 73@"’ T LA

Y
s

ADDRE

PEERS

tom

cryy e 2P . COUNTY : .
MiAmgi B33 thiemi Dude

NAME OF AGENCY :

NAMEQF OFFIGCE OR FMOSITION HEL QR SOUGHT .
AAE Som ate it ot 30

CHEGK I THIS ISA FILING BY A CANDIDATE [}

PART A - NIET WORTH!

Please enter the vahue of yous net worlh as of Decamber 31, 2019 or 2 more current date. INote: Net worth is nol cal-
aulated by sublracting your reported linbilities from your reported assets, so please soe tho Insiructions on page 3.]

My not worth as of DP(‘PYT\E ey A , 20 ‘q was 3§ 6‘; (DC( " 00

PART B — ASSETS
HOUSEHOLD GOODS AND PERSONAL EFFECTS:

Househoid goods and personal sffscis may be 1eporisd in a lump sum it Inck uggregale value excoeds $1,000. This calegory tncludes any of tho
fol'owing, i not hakd for investment purposns: jewoly; colleslions of stemps, guns, and numshyatic ltamng; a¢l objucis; houssetold equipmant andg
hmighings; clothing; olber household tlems; and vehiclos for parsonal use, whether ownad or la sad,

500 60
‘foe agnrenale vahse of my houachold goods ene prrvenal el (descrived above) is $ . '-‘-) 0

ASSETS INDIVIDUALLY VALUED AT OVER $1,000:
DESCRIPTION OF ASSET (specific description Is required « see Instructions p.4) VALUE OF ASSET

Tumitie, Compoter Ty o u)\Qm& Clothn & 7500 00

PART C -~ LIARILATIER
LIABILITIES IN EXCESS OF 51,000 {See instructions on page 4):

NAME AND ADDRESS OF CREDITOR [ AMOUNT OF LIABILITY

” 3400000
¥ Ffos. 0D

JOINT AND SEVERAL LIABILITIES NOT REPORTED ABOVE:

NAME AND ADDRESS OF CREDITOR AMOUNT OF LIABILITY

CIF FORM 6 - Bfinritve January 1. 020 {Conbrusgd on ryecvse side

PAGIT |}
Incotpasatod by reldroncs o Rule 34.8,00X b, £ AL,

i
L S
!



PARY D - INCOMNE

lananly ereh separale saurce anst aunorn of neame whets oxceodad $1,000 charing e youe oehbng seeomiary soues of mesne Ly sltach 2 [3, RTIT
copy of your 2014 lederal tcowune lax rolure, inchsdny all W2s sehinlides angd aifachments. Plosaser 1eeiaet sany sneal secunly of atcount numbiars bifor
Al your ieluris as e b ogquies Bose docoments e pusted b the Comission's wabsite

| Litlera (0 Tk & capy ol ry 2019 fedel incone lax senem and all W28, schtdios, it aiinohmoanls
[If you cluzsck this bax and attach a eapy of yeir: PO e o, you need nol complel: the usnainder of Parl O |

PRIMARY SOURCES OF INCOME (See instructions on pags 5):
NAME QF SOURCL QF INCOML EXCEFDING 7 Lot | ADBRFSS OF SOHURCE (1 INCOME AMOUNT

SoctlSecurty Admin’stetim ; Letirement £ 2/59.00

SECONDARY SOURCES DF INCOME (Majiu customers, cloms ., of bisunesses owned by ieporhny persone-se inslenlions an psuge 5],

NAME Ot NAME OF MAXKH SOURGLS ADDHE SS PRINCIPA[ BUSINESS
BUGINLGS £W11y OF BUSINGSS MtIME OF SOURGE i- ATCTIVILY OF SOURCE

fuom Sevdice (S¢S ogbh. B Salon

PART E -« INTERESTS TN SPECIFIED BUSINESSES |Instructions un page 6]
BUSINLSS LNIIY i HUSINESS ENTII'Y # 2 BUSINESS ENTITY #1

NAMIT OF

BUSINESS ENTITY ;/;L«/.m Menve Doy Son LLE.
Bommrsstarry sty )9ad Miatflan
11:2%%}’31, BUSINLSS ..Sﬁ /0’)‘)

owner
WTIRIST I T Bz Yes

NATURE OF MY
DVWNERSHIP INTERES |

PARE F - FRAINING
For officers required ta complete annual ethics raming pursuant fo section 112.3142. £.5,

(] ! CERTIFY THAT | HAVE COMPLETED THE REQUIRED TRAINING.
STATC OF FLORIDA ’

OATH countyoF WMThre- DADE

L the person whase tame appenrs at the Sworh (o {or affitmoerdy and subticribed belore me Ly means of
tegruting of Hus lonm. do depnse c oath o albrnabun ﬁ""i""‘mi presenee o [F online notarizalion. (i __._L._.._ day of
artd say that lhe normation chackosed on his form :-;‘ Ul\‘(: L 2TD L'y&w QE}:éQ.___D L _

Ml sy aitAshments horto s froe aceurabe,

arwl comiplely (:éwiulﬂrﬁ?hln‘(ary Public--Li181s,

TUSETTETORRLRIONT —
Notary Pubbe - State of Fisrige
Commission # TG 325707

vk priisd)

 Reing R
Bonded through Ne11onat wol

tary Ann.
.. A [ . . Rocsennlly Known Y 6o i oty -
SIGNATURE'OF REPORTING OFFICIAL OR CANMIDATE —
Teper of lennbeation brad.aeed :ﬁ\_L
[ S y e S S e e

1F a1 qenlifed pubhe accountard licensod under Chaptes 4¢3 allot iy u good stmdmg with fhe Flonida Bar prepared tis lonm for yois hic or
shay sl complele (he loflowing statement:

L e o arepaiesd the CE Fonn 6 in ancardance with At L Sec. 8, Florda Consiiulion,
Section 112 3144, Florda Statules, and e desteiehins @ e lorm Upoo my reasanabla knowlixlae arsd botel, thy disclosure herein is frug
am correet

Signature Date
Preparation of this formn by a CPA or attarpey dues nat relieve the filer of the respunsilility 1o sign the Torm unde

rauih.
U

FAGE .}

FEANY OF PARTS A THROUGH EARE CONTINDED ON A SEPARATE SHEET, PLEASE CHECK HERE

L FORME - T e fves Jombary ¥ 3000
Wy mefestated by el fesanen oo dale WA LU AL




EXHIBIT 2(B)

Florida Department of State
Division of Elections

Campaign Contributions

2020 General Election

Celso D. Alfonso {NPA)

State Senator

Aboutt the Campaign Finance Data Base
Rpt ¥Yr Rpt Type Date Amount  Contributor Name Address City state Zip
2026 P1 86/18/2020 2,000.00@ ALFONSO CELSO D. 14256 SW 73RD ST MIAMI, FL 33183

1 Contribution{s) Selected
Query the Campaign Finance Data Base
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EXHIBIT 3(A)
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Records show intricate details of alleged Artiles
sham candidate scheme

Natalie Morera, Executive Producer

Glenna Milberyg, Reporter
Published: July 28, 2021 2:11 pm

Tags: Crime, Frank Actiles, Miami-Dade County

Frank Artites is seen walking out of jail in March.,

o
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New records released by the Miami-Dade State Attorney’s Office in the case against disgraced former senator Frank Artiles
and one shill candidate give an intricate look at how the scheme was allegedly funded and connect it to a prominent

Republican consulting firm.

The newly released documents show Data Targeting, Inc was subpoenaed by the Miami-Dade State Attorney's Office. The
company is based in Gainesville and run by Pat Bainter, who the Florida Times-Union called, "one of Fiorida's most

influential speratives in GOP politics.”

State election records show dozens of Political Action Committees (PACs) paying the firm during the 2020 election cyde,
including the Florida Republican Senatorial Campaign Committee. That committee’s payments to Data Targeting incdlude
“research” on senate races for District 37, 39 and 9. The alleged planted candidate in Central Florida’s District 9 State Senate
race is Jestine lannotti, whose financial support from a PAC shows identical patterns to that of two shill candidates: Alex
Rodriguez, who ran in Miami Senate District 37, and Celso Alfonso, who ran in District 39. The three races had identical

contributions and expenditures.

According to the documents, Data Targeting signed an agreement with Atlas Consulting, LLC, the company run by Artiles, in

June 2020. In the agreement, Data Targeting was to pay Atlas Consulting $15,000 a month through November of that year.

Artiles was charged in March 2021 along with Alexis Rodriguez, one of the shill candidates he's accused of planting In the
Florida Senate race for District 37. The incumbent Democrat, Jose Javier Rodriguez, lost the race against Republican
Hleana Garcia by just 32 votes. More than 6,000 votes had been cast for Alexis Rodriguez. The two have been charged with

four felonies and Artiles has pleaded not guilty.

Records released include a June 2020 email, in which Artiles writes to Bainter saying "FYL: Senator for 37 was seen with the
Mayor [Raul] Valdes-Fauli in [Café Abbracci] having lunch.” Later, in a September 2020 email, Artiles sent an invoice and

stated, “l am standing by for orders. Please remember | have 6 PC's for independents if needed.”
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only one contributor: an untraceable Atlanta Company named Proclivity, which later changed in campaign finance records

to Grow United, a Denver-based company.

Hailey DeFilippis, 26, who was the chairperson of The Truth PAC, gave a statement to the Miami-Dade State Attorney’s Office

on December 18, 2020. In her statement, DeFilippis details how she became involved in the scheme.

“A friend asked if | wanted to make some money being a chairperson and that's when he contacted me. Back in September,”

DefFilippis stated.

The “he” DeFilippis is referring to is, Alex Alvarade, a Republican strategist based in Tallahassee.

DeFilippis named a high school friend based in Tallahassee as the one setting her up with Alvarado. She says she was told
she didn't have to do anything as chairperson and later the same day, Alvarado reached out to her on the phone. In a later

conversation, she says he offered her $1,500 to be the PAC's chairperson.

DefFilippis said she later got an additional $2,500 after news reports about the scheme began. She says Alvarado gave

her the extra money “just for the inconvenience.” DeFilippis told investigators she believed Alvarado was also paying for her

attorney, but she wasn't sure.

Hancock Whitney Bank records for The Truth PAC are also among the documents released by the state attorney's office.
Those records show an incoming wire transfer to the PAC of $100,000 on Oct. 2. On Oct. 5, a check for $80,000 was
deposited. Both the wire transfer and the check were from Grow United. On Oct. 5, the money was transferred out to
Advance Impression LLC, according to both bank and state campaign finance documents. Alvarado’s stepfather, Luis

Rodriguez, owns the company that printed flyers for the shill candidates in Florida Senate races in District 37, 39 and 9.

The resulting campaign flyers looked identical in graphics, but for the three candidates’ names, making the no-party

candidates appealing to democratic voters that they were meant to confuse.
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admin” since he would be "handling incoming and outgoing checks etc.”

Other documents from the state attorney's office show Alvarado making an identical request to the same Hancock Whitney

bank employee about the Our Florida PAC, whose chairperson was 25-year-old Sierra Olive,

The released documents also contain an interview with Artiles’ brother-in-law, Wade Scales. His interview happened one

week after Artiles’ Palmetto Bay home was raided.

During the 40-minute interview, Scales told investigators he handed off $9,000 to Rodriguez after being asked by Artiles to
do so. Scales told investigators that he got a phone call from Artiles asking if he could borrow $9,000 and he'd pay $1,000 in

interest in two weeks.

*] think he said he was in Tallahassee or somewhere where he couldn't pick it up himself. He said, but | need you to give it to

Alex Rodriguez,” Scales said during the interview.

He went onto say, “Well, you know, I've lent Alex money in the past, it's hard to get it back from him,” Scales said. He told

investigators Artiles assured him he would be the one to pay him back.

Scales said Rodriguez was “one of the first guys [he] met” when he moved to Miami after college. Scales said the two had
lost touch for several years before seeing each other in 2019 for a University of Miami game against the University of

Florida. According ta his statement, Scales lent Rodriguez money about 20 years ago and also gave Rodriguez two tickets to

the aforementioned football game.

The two, according to Scales, wouldn't see each other again until the handoff at a bank in Southwest Miami-Dade on Nov.

19, 2020. When the two saw each other, Scales said he withheld $400 from the $9,000 for the football tickets.
Through the interview, Scales said he never asked Artiles or Rodriguez why the money was needed.

“All 1 know is that Frank needed the money,” Scales stated. “I've known my brother-in-law for a long time. | trust him. He said

Alex was picking it up for him. That's all | needed to know.”
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He said since the shill candidate scheme was reported he spoke to him one more time, “I think one night after a couple of

beers at my house, | called him up, hey. How are you doing? He said, fine and the conversation didn’t go anywhere."

Scales says Artiles came over to watch the Super Bowl at his home and began speaking “about the money and the situation”
to which Scales said he responded, "l don't want to be dragged into this and if you do drag me into this, I'm going to hire an

attorney. But you know, I lent you the money. As far as | know I lent you the money. It was [a] foan to you.”

Get It Now

Artiles would call him again a few weeks later, before the raid on his home, according to his statement.

Scales said, “About a month ago, he called me up, he goes, you got a gun safe? | go, yeah. | got a gun safe. And he goes, I'm

going to bring my guns over to your house. So he brought over about eight guns, Stored them in my gun safe. Didn't ask

him why. Didn't say why. And he left.”

Copyright 2021 by WPLG Local10.com - All rights reserved.

RELATED STORIES

Ex-Florida Sen. Frank Artiles walks out of jail facing felony



Read the warrant alleging ex-Florida Sen. Frank Artiles
paid shiil candidate to dupe voters

ABOUT THE AUTHORS:

Glenna Milberg

Glenna Milberg joined Local 10 News in September 1988 to report on South Florida's top stories and community issues. She also serves as co-
host on Local 10's public affairs broadcast, "This Week in South Florida.”
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EXHIBIT 3(B)

ADVERTISEMENT

Key figures in ‘ghost’ candidate scandal
had business relationship, records show

By JASON GARCIA and ANNIE MARTIN
ORLANDO SENTINEL | JUL 30, 2021
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relationship with the political consultant behind an advertising. campaign that
boosted that candidate and similar ones in two other races — including one in
Central Florida, records released Friday show.

Emails and invoices obtained by presecutors show that Artiles was working as a
$5,000-a-month contractor for Let’s Preserve the American Dream, a politically

active nonprofit with ties to the business-lobbying group Associated Industries of
Florida.

ADVERTISING

Q) revey
DR O Learn more

ADVERTISEMENT

{n

EENE REFREAL J



DAY L 1IN VY

The records also show the person Artiles reported to at the Tallahassee nonprofit
was Alex Alvarado, the Republican strategist who ran two political committees that
together spent $550,000 last year promoting mysterious independent candidates
who appeared on the ballot in three key Senate races: Senate District g in Central
Florida, which was won by Republican Sen. Jason Brodeur of Sanford; Senate
District 37 in Miami, won by Republican Sen. Ileana Garcia of Miami; and Senate
District 39 in Miami and the Florida Keys, won by Republican Sen. Ana Maria
Rodriguez.

Artiles was arrested earlier this year for his role in lining up one of those candidates:
Alex Rodriguez, who ran in Senate District 37. Authorities say Artiles paid
Rodriguez roughly $45,000 to put his name on the ballot as an independent and
helped him falsify election documents, as part of a scheme to confuse voters and
siphon support from the then-Demoeratic incumbent — who ended up-losing by 32
votes out of more than 210,000 cast. Rodriguez is also facing charges.

ADVERTISEMENT

Other records released Friday show
that Artiles was directly involved
with another of those independent
candidates: 81-year-old Celso
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PACs behind ‘ghost’ candidates in key Senate behalf and helped with campaign
races were run out of business lobbying group’s

HQ, records show finance reporting.

JUL 29, 2021 AT 4:55 PM . . . . .
There is no indication in the records

released Friday as to whether Artiles

and Alvarado coordinated together
on the alleged spoiler candidate strategy.

ADVERTISING

Replay

Leamn more

Artiles’ attorney, Frank Quintero, declined to answer questions from the Orlando
Sentinel about his client’s work for Let’s Preserve the American Dream or whether
e discussed the so-called “ghost” candidates with Alvarado.

As I have repeatedly explained, we will answer all questions relating to the charges
-against Mr. Artiles in court and at trial,” Quintero wrote in an email.

Alvarado could not be reached for eomment Friday.

A former Republican state senator, Artiles resigned from elected office in April 2017
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the American Dream, which says itsmiss . . . o

benefits of sound economic, regulatory and legal policies.”

Invoices show that Let’s Preserve the American Dream was paying Artiles $5,000 a
month for “research services.” Emails show Artiles periodically emailed the
organization with commentary or links to news stories about Miami and Hispanic
politics.

Alvarade was the person to whom Artiles would usually send his invoices and news
links.

Frank Artiles leaves the Turner Guilford Knight Correctional Center in Miami, Florida, on March 18, 202(MATIAS |
OCNER/TNS)

“The latest from miami dade [sic] polities is the unholy allianee of [Daniella Levine]
Cava, current commissioner and aspiring Mayoral candidate and a team of female
candidates that are anti business, anti industry, progressive, tree hugging crazies,”
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Let’s Preserve the American Dream, which spent $11.7 million in 2018, does not
disclose its donors. But it has close connections to Associated Industries, a lobbying
group that represents big businesses such as Florida Power & Light, U.S. Sugar
Corp. and Walt Disney World.

Its executive director is Ryan Tyson, a former AIF vice president who now works for
AlF as a contractor leading its political council. Let’s Preserve the American Dream
leases space inside AIF’s headquarters in Tallahassee. And emails show that
Alvarado sometimes forwarded Artiles’ invoices to an executive at ATF who passed
away last year.

Tyson said the organization had been using the late AIF executive for bookkeeping
services but now uses an outside service. He added that AIF has never provided
funding to Let’s Preserve the American Dream.

“LPAD had a relationship with Senator Artiles since his departure from the Florida
Legislature for his insights on the issues affecting the region,” Tyson said in a text
message. “LPAD terminated its relationship with Senator Artiles after his
indictment by the Miami Dade County State Attorney’s [Office]. LPAD was and
remains committed to complying with all applicable federal, state, and local laws.”

Sarah Bascom, a spokeswoman for
AlF, said the organization offers
accounting serviees for its tenants
and that “ATF has never paid Frank
Artiles or his consulting firm for
services.”

Let’s Preserve the American Dream
wasn’t Artiles’ only client. Another
was Data Tareetine Ine.. the
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L)

bl € A% B BNIANAS



SV 1T YY

-~ - - - - ———— - .- - - - - -

Senate campaigns.

Records released earlier this month show Data Targeting gave Artiles a $15,000-a-
month consulting contract last year to work on Senate races in Miami-Dade County.
Artiles also billed the firm for some expenses that appear to align with steps that
authorities say he took to arrange Rodriguez’s candidacy.

Alvarado, meanwhile, set up two political committees that blanketed homes in
Seminole, Volusia and Miami-Dade counties with mailers boosting the
independents and paid two women to list their names as the chairs, treasurers and
registered agents for the committees.

One of the women told South Florida investigators her signature appeared on
documents she did not sign. Text messages released F riday show Alvarado asked
both of them to provide images of their signatures on a “white background,” and
they responded with samples that look similar to those that appear on some of the
documents submitted to the Division of Elections.

Alvarado paid the women for the use of their names in early fall, the text messages
show. He also gave them a second installment after reporters started calling them —
and about the time the Artiles investigation began.

e o On Nov. 13, two days after South
NO i e Florida investigators started looking

JEST“N;E Al

WILL ALWAYS BE v 4 into Artiles’ role in recruiting
THQE R 'fgs! | Rodriguez to file in District 37, one of

the women complained to Alvarado

Jastine fannottl doesn't ansiver
o e specal interests - she
snswars 20 us: As qur State Senator,
Jesting wun't be teholden to anyone
zxzapt the voters who put ber in office.
lestine knows vie deserve reai solutions
m e nstes affecting our communities:

! TH I
| POLITICS

about an “annoying” reporter who
had tried to text and call her several
times.
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As journalists continued to eontact
the two women and the “ghost” candidate scheme gained national attention, the two
women became increasingly worried about the roles in the controversy, the

messages showed. Even after South Florida investigators started probing the case,
Alvarado downplayed the seriousness of the situation.

ADVERTISEMENT

“The CNN guy showed up at my house,” Alvarade wrote to one of the women on
Nov. 18, ending his message with an emoji of a grinning face spouting tears and
adding he didn’t answer.

ADVERTISEMENT
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“Same [expletive] different election Imao,” Alvarado wrote to the woman.

I'm still scared i'm going to
jail

Text messages showed one of the women Alex Alvarado
paid to use her name on paperwork for a political
committee was frightened by the attention she received
from the news media and, later, law enforcement.

. Political Pulse Newsletter
52 Weekly

N

s

The woman grew even more worried
when she received a subpoena from
the Miami-Dade State Attorney’s
Office.

“Are you 1000% sure I shouldn’t
lawyer up,” she asked Alvarado in
early December. “I have a bad feeling
about this [T don’t know] what is
going on or if something was done
wrong and will be pinned on me.”

Get latest daily updates on the Joel Greenberg & Matt Gaetz investigations plus political
news from Central Florida and across the state.

L ENTER YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS

Alvarado encouraged her to rely on a lawyer he hired. If the young woman, who
‘later told investigators she was pregnant and worried about money, wanted to hire
her own lawyer, Alvarado added, she could do so at her own expense.

“I just know how tomorrow will go for me,” Alvarado said, referring to a
conversation he planned to have with the State Attorney’s Office. “I know tomorrow
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Florida Republican spreads COVID-19 conspir
beast,’ report says

AUG 2, 2021

Parkland victims, families would get $25 million under proposed Florida claims bill
AUG 2, 2021

Shark gets bad rap in news story | Letters
AUG 2, 2021

In several of the text messages, Alvarado appeared to lie to the women.

When one of the women reached out to the other in late November —saying, “I Just
saw your name in news along with mine. Are we in trouble?? I am freaked the hell
out” — the other woman texted Alvarado, asking “is this your friend?!”

“No idea who that be,” he responded.

Jgarcia@orlandosentinel.com; anmartin@orlandosentinel.com

Best & Worst Refinance Mortgage Compames Of 2021
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Friday, June 12 hand delivered at 8am eastern standard time.

Department of State, Division of Elections
Qualifying, 2020 Election

NPA Candidate for State Senator, District 37
Alexis Pedro Rodriguez

Check enclosed for Qualifying
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NPA Candidate for State Senator, District 39

HAND DELIVERED
Celso D, Alt>nso @}m,om;gn Qecoun ™
(42 5‘.0 SW 73 s+ 0099
lgﬁmu FLC 33183 /' JOQLD_%-

rﬁzzz?ﬂoridu%w@@éﬁ&t&~;;-——f S 1187.88
€ ] Ib

R
W



