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DETERMINATION OF INVESTIGATIVE JURISDICTION
AND ORDER TO INVESTIGATE

UPON REVIEW of this complaint, I find as follows:

1. This complaint was filed Jason Ferger of Valrico, Florida.

2. The Respondent, Cynthia Stuart, is the Clerk of the Court for Hillsborough County.

3. The complaint, which incorporates the Respondent's 2019 CE Form 6 and 2020 CE
Form 6, alleges the Respondent failed to disclose investment products held within a brokerage
account on Part B of her 2019 CE Form 6 and 2020 CE Form 6, indicating only the name of the
brokerage service instead of the specific investment products within the account exceeding the
reporting threshold. This indicates possible violations of Article II, Section 8, Florida Constitution,
and Section 112.3144, Florida Statutes, by the Respondent.

4. In addition, the complaint alleges the Respondent made additional errors while
completing and submitting her 2019 and 2020 disclosure filings. In particular, the complaint
alleges the following: the Respondent filed a 2019 CE Form 6 when fulfilling her disclosure
requirement for the 2020 calendar year; the Respondent failed to provide her home address on the
address block of her 2020 disclosure filing; the Respondent failed to spell properly her first name

on her 2020 disclosure filing; and the Respondent submitted her 2019 and 2020 disclosure filings



to the Hillsborough County Supervisor of Elections' Office. However, none of the remaining
allegations of the complaint are legally sufficient to provide a basis for investigation under Article
I, Section 8, Florida Constitution, or Section 112.3144, Florida Statutes. The fact that the
Respondent's 2020 disclosure filing was on a form for 2019 does not provide a basis to conduct an
investigation as the statutory requirements regarding the content of the 2019 CE Form 6 and the
2020 CE Form 6 remained the same, and the complaint identifies no missing or inaccurate
information on the 2020 disclosure related to the filing of the wrong form. The fact that the
Respondent included what appears to be the address of a County office building in the address
block of her 2020 disclosure filing was acceptable as the instructions accompanying the CE Form
6 do not require the use of a home address in that space, only that a filer list a valid "mailing
address." The fact that the Respondent misspelled her first name on the 2020 disclosure filing
does not provide a sufficient basis for investigation as additional content on the filing clarified that
the Respondent was the filer (i.e., her properly spelled last name, the name of her agency, and the
title of her position). And, finally, regarding the allegation that the Respondent submitted her
filings to the Hillsborough County Supervisor of Elections, publicly available records from the
Commission on Ethics' indicate the Respondent submitted her 2020 filing directly to the
Commission and, while it appears the Respondent may have filed her 2019 CE Form 6 with the
Supervisor of Elections, this claim does not provide a sufficient basis for investigation as the
Commission records indicate the Supervisor's Office forwarded the filing to the Commission on

Ethics within a matter of days.

' Rule 34-5.002(1), Florida Administrative Code, permits the Commission's Executive Director
to obtain information from public records when reviewing the legal sufficiency of allegations in a
complaint.



WHEREFORE, staff of the Commission on Ethics shall conduct a preliminary
investigation of this complaint for a probable cause determination of whether the Respondent has
violated Article II, Section 8, Florida Constitution, and Section 112.3144, Florida Statutes, as set

forth in paragraph 3, above.
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