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DETERMINATION OF INVESTIGATIVE JURISDICTION
AND ORDER TO INVESTIGATE

UPON REVIEW of this complaint, I find as follows:

1. This complaint was filed by Juan-Carlos Planas of Miami, Florida.

2. The Respondent, Gabriel Garcia, allegedly was a candidate for State
Representative.

3. The complaint alleges that the Respondent, who is required by Section 8, Article II

of the State Constitution, to file a full and public disclosure of his financial interests, failed to make
a proper disclosure of his net worth on his 2019 CE Form 6. The complaint alleges Respondent
summed his assets, but did not subtract his liabilities when deriving his net worth.! This indicates
possible violation of Article II, Section 8, of the Florida Constitution and Section 112.3144, Florida

Statutes.

! The complaint also alleges that the Respondent failed to make a proper disclosure of the asset value of his business.
The complaint as alleged does not state sufficient facts to support an investigation of this allegation under Article II,
Section 8, Florida Constitution, and Section 112.3144, Florida Statutes. The complaint does not allege in a factual,
nonconclusory manner that the disclosure is incorrect; the complaint argues that a business as valuable as indicated
by the Respondent should produce a larger income than the Respondent indicated on his financial disclosure form.
The Respondent provides no substantive factual allegation that the disclosure is wrong, providing only conclusory
statements based on speculation. The Complainant's doubt or skepticism about the accuracy or veracity of a filing, a
value figure, or an income description, is not enough to invoke the Commission's investigative jurisdiction absent any
factual allegations that the disclosure was required.



WHEREFORE staff of the Commission on Ethics shall conduct a preliminary investigation
of this complaint for a probable cause determination of whether the Respondent has violated
Article II, Section 8, Florida Constitution, and Section 112.3144, Florida Statutes, as set forth in

paragraph 3, above.?
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? The factual allegations addressed in Paragraph 3 do not appear to be immaterial, inconsequential, or de minimis
errors or omissions under Section 112.3144(11), Florida Statutes. The allegation is relevant to identifying the values
of assets and liabilities held by the Respondent.



