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DETERMINATION OF INVESTIGATIVE JURISDICTION
AND ORDER TO INVESTIGATE

UPON REVIEW of this complaint, I find as follows:
1. This complaint, which includes an amendment, was filed by Richard Chervony, of

North Bay Village, Florida.

2. The Respondent, Andreana Jackson, serves as the Vice Mayor of the City of North
Bay Village.
3. The complaint alleges the Respondent requested and received free admission to a

charity gala for her and a friend on the basis that she was Vice Mayor. The complaint claims the
tickets to the gala sold for between $500 and $7,000, and that the Respondent failed to report the
admissions on a CE Form 9. This indicates possible violation of Section 112.313(6), 112.3148(3),
112.3148(4), and 112.3148(8), Florida Statutes, by the Respondent.

4. The complaint further alleges the City of North Bay Village paid for travel and/or
expenses for the Respondent to attend three events—the Girl's Power 5th Annual Gospel Brunch
Explosion, the 2018 Miami-Dade County Dade Days, and the Congressional Black Caucus Annual
Conference—and that the Respondent failed to report these payments on a Form 9 as gifts, despite
the fact that the expenses associated with these events exceeded $100.

5. The allegation in paragraph 4 does not providé a basis for investigation under the

Code of Ethics. Rule 34-13.210(1)(b), Florida Administrative Code, provides:



Where the donee is being reimbursed or provided by his public agency for

travel or expenses incurred in the performance of public duties, the donee has not

received a gift when a public purpose for the expense exists. Salary, benefits,

services, fees, or other expenses received by a public officer or employee from his

or her public agency do not constitute gifts.
In applying this Rule, the Commission has found that when a public officer travels or incurs
expenses in connection with the performance of his or her public duties, he or she is providing
consideration to the agency, providing a basis for the agency to reimburse the expenses. See CEO
95-1 and CEO 01-19.! The amendment to the complaint indicates the Respondent attended the
Gospel Brunch and Dade Days in her capacity as a City Commissioner. Moreover, the travel budget
prepared by the City and attached to the initial complaint indicates the City paid for all of the travel
expenses mentioned in paragraph 4, even drawing from another City Commissioner's travel budget
to ensure the Respondent's expenses were fully covered. Accordingly, it does not appear the City's
reimbursements noted in paragraph 4 were reportable gifts, as the Respondent incurred the travel
and/or expenses in the performance of her public duties.

WHEREFORE, staff of the Commission on Ethics shall conduct a preliminary

investigation of this complaint for a probable cause determination of whether the Respondent has

violated Sections 112.313(6), 112.3148(3), 112.3148(4), and 112.3148(8), Florida Statutes, as set

forth in paragraph 3.
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! The Commission opinions cited herein are available at www.ethics.state.fl.us.
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