Florida Commission on Ethics
P. O. Drawer 15709, Tallahassee, Florida 32317-5709
"A Public Office is a Public Trust"
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1. PERSON BRINGING COMPLAINT:

Name: Cheryl Meads TelephoneNumber:_305-509-2902
Address: 7831 SE Little Harbor Drive
City: Hobe Sound  County: _Martin State:  FL Zip Code: _33455

2. PERSON AGAINST WHOM COMPLAINT IS BROUGHT:
Use a separate complaint form for each person you wish to complain against:

Name: _Joseph B Pinder Il Telephone Number: 305-393-6762
Address: 102 East Ridge Rd
City: _Islamorada, FL County:__Monroe ZipCode: 33036

Title of office or position held or sought: _Islamorada Village Council Seat # 1

3. STATEMENT OF FACTS:
Please provide a full explanation of your complaint, describing the facts and the actions of the
person named above and why you believe he or she violated the law. Include relevant dates and
the names and addresses of persons whom you believe may be witnesses. Please do not submit
more than 15 pages, including this form. Please do not submit video or audio tapes, CDs, DVDs,
flash drives or other electronic media; such material will not be considered part of the complaint
and will be returned.
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September 21, 2023

Florida Commission of Ethics
P.O. Box 15709

Tallahassee, FL 32317-5709

Dear Florida Commission on Ethics:
{ would like to file an ethics complaint against Joseph B. Pinder lll, Islamorada Village Council Seat #1.

Councilman Pinder did not fully or accurately complete his annual financial disclosure Form 1 2021 and
2022. The following errors and omissions were made: Form 1 Statement of Financial Interests for 2021
and 2022 (Part A) does not include disclosure of Pinder’s Islamorada Village Council Salary. (Form 1 signed
June 30, 2022 attached)

Councilman Pinder used public funds for his election campaign when he used an Islamorada Village
Contract Employee, Carlos Garcia with Attention Media LLC to create and post a Video on social media to
thank voters for their vote. Attached are screen shots from the video are attached to this complaint. In
one of the photos provided, an on-the-clock employee of the Village can be seen participating in the
video. The script of the video can be read below:

Buddy Pinder “Thank You Islamorada” Video :47sec — 1:05secs

“Just want to say Thank You Islamorada.

Thank You to all of the Residents and the Voters of Islamorada for ahhh making me the highest vote getter in
Islamorada the second time.

So I, my, my heart goes out to you and says thank you for your vote.”

3.

Councilman Pinder solicited a $7,000 cash election donation for non-public disclosure. On August 7th,
2020 | made a $1,000 campaign donation to Buddy Pinder’s Campaign account. He deposited the check to
his campaign account {canceled check attached.) | don’t know if Councilman Pinder reported the 51,000
on his campaign report but weeks after the deposit, he returned the money with a check not from his
campaign account but his personal account. The day he returned the $1,000 donation, he rode a bicycle
to my house to discuss the matter. According to Pinder, his friends were bullying him to return the money.
One of the friends even went to his wife’s place of business and pressured her about the return of the
donation. Pinder said for that reason he was returning the money to me. He then spoke at length about
the cost of his campaign. He said he had placed over $32,000 in campaign expenses on his personal credit
cards. He said his wife was emotionally upset and worried about the credit card use. He said he didn’t
want anyone in town to know he had accepted money from me. He said that’s why | needed to give him
$7,000 in cash in a blank envelope instead of a check. Visibly upset by the request, | told Mr. Pinder that if
he was ashamed to take money from me which had to be publicly reported, | would never donate secretly.
| also told him that cash in an envelope at that amount is illegal. | never gave him the cash he requested. |
cashed his personal check for $1,000.

Cheryl Meads

Sincerely, Q/MW%QM ,\Vk’(} Q@,&.)
{

7831 SE Little Harbor Drive
Hobe Sound, FL 33455. Ycmeads@gmail.com  305-509-2902
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address, agency name, and position below:

" Joseph B. Pinder TTL. 1 mJuL-t P LIS

7 Councilman MOHROE COUNTY

— 102 East Ridge Road KEY LARGO FLORIDA

__ Islamorada, FL 33036
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NAME OF OFFICE OR POSITION HELD OR SOUGHT : (,DU/VU m
Z i/ ; Tsimps ~SEAT 3

CHECK ONLY IF [} CANDIDATE OR [ NEW EMPLOYEE OR APPOINTEE

"+ THIS SECTION MUST BE COMPLETED =

DISCLOSURE PERIOD:
THIS STATEMENT REFLECTS YOUR FINANCIAL INTERESTS FOR CALENDAR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2021.

MANNER OF CALCULATING REPORTABLE INTERESTS:
FILERS HAVE THE OPTION OF USING REPORTING THRESHOLDS THAT ARE ABSOLUTE DOLLAR VALUES, WHICH REQUIRES
FEWER CALCULATIONS, OR USING COMPARATIVE THRESHOLDS, WHICH ARE USUALLY BASED ON PERCENTAGE VALUES
(see instructions for further details). CHECK THE ONE YOU ARE USING (mu:’tch}k one):

Q COMPARATIVE (PERCENTAGE) THRESHOLDS OR DOLLAR VALUE THRESHOLDS

PART A -- PRIMARY SOURCES OFINCOME [Major saurces of |ncometo the reportmgperson » See mstructlons]
(if you have nothing to report, write "none" or "nfa")

NAME OF SOURCE SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF THE SOURCE'S
OF INCOME ADDRESS , PRINCIPAL BUS!NESSIACTNITY

Liesiito Ginps 71| 7 By DRIVEKeyllesi7Z 5300 ([ tusreqerion’
Soeift Jgdwa/;‘/» Al minyistrationl, 11100 ./ 411 S,  Pigmi fr. 33181

TB - SECONDARY SOURCES OF INCOME
[Major customers, clients, and other sources of income to businesses owned by the reporting person - See instructions}]
(If you have nothing to report, write "none” or "nja")

NAME OF NAME OF MAJOR SOURCES ADDRESS PRINCIPAL BUSINESS
BUSINESS ENTITY OF BUSINESS' INCOME OF SOURCE ACTIVITY OF SOURCE

/
N onE

4

You ar not limited to he space on the
lines on this form. Attach additional
sheets, if necessary.

* PART G -- REAL PROPERTY [Land, buildings owned by the reporting person - See instructions] = [

(If you have nothing to report, write "none" or "nfa")

(33 ocoym"(/mxlé 7’5u4m0M4,/{ 3303(

FILING INSTRUCTIONS for when
and where to file this form are
located at the bottom of page 2.

INSTRUCTIONS on who must file
this form and how to fill it out
begin on page 3.
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(if you have nothing to report, write “none® or "n/a")
TYPE OF INTANGIBLE

PART D — INTANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY [Stocks, bonds, certificates of deposit, etc. - See instructions]

BUSINESS ENTITY TO WHICH THE PROPERTY RELATES

TS

AWIEL I 1RADE.

SAVINGS

PART E — LIABILITIES [Major debts - See instructions]
(If you have nothing to report, write "none"” or "n/a")

NAME OF CREDITOR

SouTHSTHIE

ADDRESS OF CREDITOR

CHRYSLER (APITHL

(If you have nothing to report, write "none” or "n/a")

NAME OF BUSINESS ENTITY

PART F — INTERESTS IN SPECIFIED BUSINESSES [Ownership or pasitions in certain types of businesses - See instructions]
BUSINESS ENTITY #1

£ 2. Box 660335, s, 7X., 152660335

BUSINESS ENTITY # 2

ADDRESS OF BUSINESS ENTITY

PRINCIPAL BUSINESS ACTIVITY //

POSITION HELD WITH ENTITY / /

VA

I OWN MORE THAN A 5% INTEREST IN THE BUSINESS

(777///,/’:

NATURE OF MY OWNERSHIP INTEREST

SIGNATURE OF FILER:
Signature:

- T [ 48
Date %ed:
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G INSTRUCTIONS

If you were mailed the form by the Commission on Ethics or a County
Supervisor of Elections for your annual disclosure filing, return the
form to that location. To determine what category your position falls
under, see page 3 of instructions.

Local officers/femployees file with the Supervisor of Elections
of the county in which they permanently reside. (if you de not
permanently reside in Florida, file with the Supervisor of the county
where your agency has its headquarters.) Form 1 filers who file with
the Supervisor of Elections may file by mail or email. Contact your
Supervisor of Elections for the mailing address or email address to
uste. Dod not email your form to the Commission on Ethics. it will be
refurned.

State officers or specified state employees who file with the
Commission on Ethics may file by mail or email. To file by mail,
send the completed form to P.O. Drawer 15709, Tallahassee, FL
32317-5709; physical address: 325 John Knox Rd, Bldg E, Ste 200,
Tallahassee, FL 32303. To file with the Commission by email, scan
your completed form and any attachments as a pdf (da not use any
other farmat), send it to CEForm1@leg.state.fl.us and retain a copy
for your records. Do not file by both mail and email. Choose only one
filing method. Form 6s will not be accepted via email.

PART G — TRAINING For elected municipal officers, appointed school superintendents, and commissioners of a community redevelopment
agency created unyﬂ Hl, Chapter 163 required to complete annual ethics training pursuant to section 112.3142, £.S.

| CERTIFY THAT | HAVE COMPLETED THE REQUIRED TRAINING.

| IF ANY OF PARTS A THROUGH G ARE CONTINUED ON A SEPARATE SHEET, PLEASE CHECK HERE (]

CPA or ATTORNEY SIGNATURE ONLY

If a certified public accountant licensed under Chapter 473, or attorney
in good standing with the Florida Bar prepared this form for you, he or
she must complete the following statement:

i, . prepared the CE
Form 1 in accordance with Section 112.3145, Florida Statutes, and the
instructions to the form. Upon my reasonabie knowiedge and belief, the
disclosure herein is true and correct.

CPA/Attorney Signature:

e Si

Candidates file this form together with their filing papers.

MULTIPLE FILING UNNECESSARY:: A candidate who files a Form
1 with a qualifying officer is not required to file with the Commission
or Supervisor of Elections.

WHEN TO FILE: Initially, each local officer/femployes, state officer,
and specified state employee must file within 30 days of the
date of his or her appointment or of the beginning of employment.
Appointees who must be confirmed by the Senate must file prior to
confirmation, even if that is less than 30 days from the date of their
appointment.

Candidates must file at the same time they file their qualifying
papers.

Thereafter, file by July 1 following each calendar year in which they
hold their positions.

Finally, file a final disclosure form (Form 1F) within 60 days of
leaving office or employment. Filing a CE Farm 1F (Final Statement
of Financial Interests) does not relieve the filer of filing a CE Form 1
if the filer was in his or her position on December 31, 2021. LS.

CE FORM 1 - Effective: January 1, 2022.
Incorporated by reference in Rule 34-8.202(1), FA.C.
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