DATE FILED

APR 03 2023
BEFORE THE
STATE OF FLORIDA COMMISSION ON ETHICS
COMMISSION ON ETHICS

In re ANEALA BEACHUM, )

) Complaint No. 23-016
Respondent. )
)

DETERMINATION OF INVESTIGATIVE JURISDICTION
AND ORDER TO INVESTIGATE

UPON REVIEW of this complaint, I find as follows:

1. This complaint was filed by Charles Padgett of Bonifay, Florida.

2. The Respondent, Aneala Beachum, allegedly serves as a member of the Town
Council of the town of Noma, Florida.

3. The complaint alleges that the Respondent was appointed to the Town Council on
February 3, 2020. The complaint alleges that the Respondent began renting a house the Town
owned on November 16, 2020, and paid rent to the Town Clerk until February 2022. The
Respondent vacated the property and turned the keys in to the Town on December 19, 2022. The
complaint further alleges that the Respondent owes the town $4,000 in past-due rent. This
indicates a possible violation of Section 112.313(7)(a), Florida Statutes.

4, The complaint also alleges that, prior to the Respondent's renting the house, on
October 5, 2020, the Town Council voted to purchase an air conditioning unit and security system
that the previous tenant had purchased for the property. The complaint alleges that the Respondent
did not mention that she wanted to start renting the house during the meeting. This indicates a

possible violation of Section 112.3143(3), Florida Statutes.



WHEREFORE staff of the Commission on Ethics shall conduct a preliminary investigation
of this complaint for a probable cause determination of whether the Respondent has violated

Sections 112.313(7)(a) and 112.3143(3), Florida Statutes, as set forth above.
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" Kefrie Stillman

Executive Director
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